IO6     THE LADY AND THE UNICORN
Robert who had been as pliant and sweet as a
girl.
Stephen had said that, "He's so beautiful that
he's almost girlish; yet he isn't,, he looks curiously
strong. Very attractive, though, isn't he, in $
Mexican guide fashion? Those lovely teeth. Why
does he always keep away from me? He seems to
hate me/*
*4He*s shy/' said Rosa treacherously,
"Do you know5 I think he's queer," said
Stephen,
"He's not queer at all, he's very clever, but he
can't find work and that makes him unhappy*
He's unhappy, not queer, Stephen."
"I meant sissy. I expect he has no use for
women/'
"Perhaps not/' said Rosa weakly. She felt she
was dealing the words like sharp little blows to
Robert^ and she hated Stephen for saying that
hideous thing. Sometimes she did hate him when
he ruthlessly cut her down, but he had only to
smile, to say something absurd, to tease her gently,
and she was his again. None of them could resist
him*
Blanche said: 4SI do envy you3 Rosa.5'
"Envy me what?'5
"That Stephen."
None of them saw him quite clearly, Rosa least
of all. They saw his clothes, casual, sometimes
shabby yet somehow elegant, his height and his
brilliant hair; his hands, which were large with
blonde hairs on the backs of the fingers and